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Quef. i. Here was publifhd left week, A Practi- 


cal Difcourfe on the late Earthquakes, 
cg’. by a Reverend Divine, wherein 't4 
(uit, “If the windy and curbulenc Matter within the 
* Bowels of the Earth, which was the caufe of the Tate 
“ Earchquake, be not tpent and exhaufted, (which it is 
“likely muft be dove by a violent and fudden erupti- 
“on of it, which will neceflarily break and fcatrer 
“thofe parts of the Earth where it hath vent, ) then 
“we may expect an Earthquake of a more violent Na- 
“ture, and fuch as will prove very fatal and deftruGive. 
Now I defive particularly your Thoughts uponthis Affertion, 
ws alfo your Opinion of this Authors Book ? 

Anjw. Upon perufal of this Book we find the Au- 
thor of it tobe a Perlon of great Learning and Piety ; 
his Difcourte is very feafonable, as the Title will thew, 
bur the Book it felf much more: It is calculated both 
for the Ingenious, and thofe of ordinary Rank. There 
is ia it the molt Elaborate Difcourfe of Prodigies, and the 
belt Objervasions on the late Earthquakes we have yet 
fe... As to his Opinion, that another Earthquake will 
{peedily follow this late one, "tis our Judgments, that 
reve may be feveral Eruptions from the melted Tor- 
rent, which may be cortained in diftinet Volts, and the 
moft furious and Volacile Matter be difcharged where 
ic at prefent was raifed: So a lefs or a more violent 
Eart>gutke may entue Of greater or leer extent, which 
the Author illuftrates with all imaginable per{picui- 
cy. 

. Qujt. 2. The enclos'd came to my Hands, fcrawl’d 
ina ttrange Charader from an unknown Perfon, (the 
Lecter itlelf, becaufe of the oddne{s of its compofure, we 
thin’ fic alfe to infert word for word —~ * Monjinam 
‘Horrendum, You are one of the wickedejt men in the 
‘World. Satan your Father the Devil hath fill'd your 
‘filthy Heare with Enmuity againft the Godly, that it runs 
Cover at your filshy mouth, The Godly who are che 
‘precious Children, Saints and Servants of God, are mat- 
‘ter of mocking to you, and the Objett of your Indig- 
‘nation, aad fo is the Worfhip and Service of God. Be- 
‘caufe you are fucha Fool as not to know: I tell you, 
¢he chat maks the Godly, mocks God, and he that haces 
‘the Godly haces God, he that fizhts againit the Godly 
‘ fights again{t God ; he that’s the Enemy of the Godly is 
‘the Enemy of God. Mzdman! are you a match for God ! 
‘Better you had all the Morld againft you than have 
‘God againft you, you have turned God againft you to 
‘be yourLnemy. Hear the Countel of Jefus Chrift .— Agree 
‘with thine Adverfary quickly, viz. Before he caft thee 
‘into the Ptifon of Hell. Hear what God faith to you, 
“Cin thine heart endure, or can thine bands be irons in the 
“day tvat U fhall deal with thee ? O wicked man! thoy 
‘ hale (way dye, {aith God: God will thorely change your 
“foornful Countenance, aud fend you away w the Devil : 
‘You fill up the meature of your Sins fajt, and God 
“tills up che Vials of his Wrath to pour owt upon you in 
‘Hell, Mocker! you will not mock when Death kills 
‘your Baty, and the Devil carries your Soul to Hell: You 
‘will not mock when you open your Eyes in Hell, 
‘and fee chac you are there for ever: You will not 
‘mock when you rife out of your Grave roaring, 
‘where you fha!l thortly ly rotting till the Refurreion : 
‘You will not mock when you fee Chrift come in 
‘fluming Fire to take vengeance on you for your Enmi- 
‘ty again{t the Godly: You will not mock when you 
Shear the Trumpet found fo loud, as to make the dead 
© and all che World hear at once: You will not mock 
‘when you hold up your Hand at the Bar, to anfwer 
‘for all your Mocks, Scoffs, and malictous pracing fpeech- 
“es againft the Godly : You will not mock when you 
‘hear Jeius the Judge pals this Sentence upon you, De- 
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“part ye Curfed into everlafing Fire: You will nde 
‘mock when you fay to the Mountains and Rocks fall 
* on me, and hide me from the Face of him that fits ou 
‘the Throne Mocker! I wara you from God to re- 
“ pent of mocking, and of all your wickednels, and ¢g 
‘make your Peace with God and the Godly: O wich. 
‘ed man! Repent, or God will tear you in pieces + Re- 
“pent! or God will plague you in Heil: Repent | or 
“it had been better for you if you had never been 
“born, or that a Millftone had beea hang’d about your 
“Neck, and you drownd in the depth of the Sea fu 
“ven years fince, or before ever you offended the God- 
“ly. Repent, repent! O wicked man, or God wiW 
“turn you into Hell to Eternity, for the poyfoa you 
“have fpit out atthe Godly, lf you are once in Heil, 
“you are there for ever : Whea you have burn’d and 
“roar'd as many thoufands of years as there are drops of 
“water in a fhower, the End of your Turments will be 
* as far off as when it firft began. If you will not re. 

“pent, hear what Jefus your Judge faith unto you, Ae 
“that is filthy, let him be filihy ftill; and bebold I come 
* quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every main ag- 
* cording as bis works fhall be: If you burn this Letcer, 
‘or bury it in the bottom of the Sea, there will not be 
"an End of it. God will bring this Letter into Judg- 
“ment, with the Author, to witnefs againft you ; and 

“when this dreadful day of Doom is at an End, this 

“Letter willnot be at an End. If you go to Hell this 

* Letter willgo with you, in your Memory to aggravate 

“your Eternal Mifery, and you fhall never be able to 

‘torget it toall Eternity. —~[ Thefe are the expreis 

* words of the Letter, the Gentleman goes on] On ay 

perufal.of this Letser, feveral Quetions octur'd to my me- 

mory, concerning which I defire your Opinion : 

1. If the Author of the enclos'd be a Chriftian, whut Sed, 
or Perfwafion do you fuppofe him ro be, and whas are your 
Thoughts of his Letter ? 

2. Whether the Attributes of Godly, Saints, Bcc. be not 
the certain Bidges of a proud Pharifeey and knavifh Hy po- 
crite? 

3- Whether thole who affume {uch bigh Titles, don's difce- 
ver the Wolf under the Sheeps cloathing, there being mang 
fuch fcurrilous Letters fent up and down the Countries to Per- 
fons of no mean Reputation and Quality? 

Anfw. To che firft Queftion, It’s not an eafie matter 
to gueis of what P.r/wafion the Author Of this Letter 
may be: But it’s moft probable he’s a Quaker, by the 
Fire and Brimjtone which he fo plentitully throws about 
him; nor is ic any valuable Objection againft it that he 
ufesYou inftead of Thou,for many of’em have done the fame 
forthefefeveral Years. As forthe Letter it felf, in our 
Fudgment it has feveral paflages init extreamly unlike 
the Spirit of Chriftianiy. Ic Complements the Gentle- 
man to whom its addrefs’d, with the handfome Titles 
of Son of the Devil, Fool, Midinan, Mocker, Enemy of the 
Godly, Fighter aguinjt God ——*‘ Tells him, that he thal] 
“ furely dye, nay pelxintly that God fha!l fend his Soué 
* away to the Devil, and wi!l pour out his wrath upon 
‘him in Hell: Nay tells him, that when che dreadful 
‘Day of Doom is at an end, this Letter won't be at ag 
‘End — ( {ure it muft be writ upon very incombujtibte 
Paper: ) Not but that, in the mean time, moft of whac 
he writes is crue in general, chat he who hates the gady 
hates God ; who inocks the Godly mocks God, and mi 
expect dreadiul punithment for it without Repensance ; 
that is, he who hates true Piety and Religion wherever 
he finds it, or but fufpeéts it, making the moft ferious 
things the Objects of hus jeurrilius andyprofane Wit, he’s 
in avery il Condition, But it all the hard words and 
unlucky Jefts that are thrown about by different Parties 


atone another, muft be reckon'd amongft ungodly werd: 
and 


and bard [peecber, God Leip us all; for tho’ fome may 
be more guilty, and fome may give nioge cccafion than 
others, yee we coubt theres none ean caft the firft Stone. 
And thus in Fact we fee that tho'e who are extreamly 
feandal:?’d and difpleas’t withethe Friendly Debate, aud 
other Books of that Nature, can yec very well digeft the 
Cobler of Glocr fier, Matin-Marr Prelate, OF any fuch {can- 
dalous Libel on what they doa’s Jove — aid i¢ holds as 
froug onthe contiary; tho’ in the mean. whiie Religion 
it flit can’t fcape, but is in danger of being torn in pic- 
ces by ciffeing Parcics, each fide dreffing her as ridict- 
lous as pc Mible when they find her among their Enemies. 

To the fecond Queftion — Whether the Titles of God- 
ly, Saint, &c. ben't che certain Badges of a proud Pha- 
rijee and knavith Hypocrite? tho’ we dare not abfolitely 
aniwer in the affirmative, yet if thete words are re- 
frain’d to any litt'e narrow Party whatioever, with 
exclufion of al] the reft, we know not how they Cail 
efiape the Centine of eternal Truth, who calls thole 
who .rutel shut they were righteous, and defpiled others, 
Serpen $, Kiypocritcs, whited Sepulchres, and many other 
far worle Names than they beftow upon themieives. 

To the third — Whether thoie who are fo full of 
tlieiry Damnation, &c. don't dilcover the Wolf under 
Sheeps-cloathing ? We muft confels we cant help believ- 
ing that whoever are fo very ready to damn a Man, 
wou'd with very little Provocation and Opportunity, 
be perfwaded to Hang or Burn him; and this Experi- 
ence has confirm’d, not only in the Church of Rome, 
but in many other Bedies of Men, which ‘twou'd be 
too invidiousto Name. As for what’s added, that feve- 
ral fuch Letters as thefe are fent about to feveral Per- 
fons of no mean Reputation and Quality, We fay, that 
if their Reputations are acquir’d by Virtue and Religion, 
and tlieir perfonal good Qualities anfwerable to thofe 
Titles which the World give them, they'll find in their 
own Breafts the beft Compurgators. If they really 
Scoff at Piety and Religion, and whoever proiels 1, 
however Criminal the Author of this Letter may be in 
his particular pofitive Applications, yet they are cer- 
tainly in a miferable Condition, and maft expect all 
chofe black and dreadful Curfes which he denounces 
againft ‘em, unlefs averted by a timely Repentance. 

Queft. 6. Some Years fince 4 Friend of mine went to 
the Eaft-Indies, where after be was arrived he fent a full 
Account of his- Voyage, in which he fays he faw the Sun, 
Moon, and Stars, all at once, at Noon-day; the Perfon is 
of ungueftionable Integrity, and the relation appears, very 
unaccountable to me, I wewd defire your Affiftance, how 
fuch Phanomena may be refolved ? 

An{w. Wather Kircher in his Defcription of the Sub- 
terraneous World, lib. z. tells us that by the help of a 
Telelcope we may perceive the Sun a Body of Fire, un- 
equal in its Surface, composd of feveral parts of a 
different Nature, fome fluid, fome folid, and that his 
Dilque is a Sea of Fire, wherein one may perceive an 
eternal agitation of the Waves of Flame, that in fome 
parts of it there arifes adeal of {moke: Now it’s ve- 
ry probable that a vaft Quantity of Smoke mighe in- 
tercept and hinder the brightnefs of the Sun; as in 
1547. fromthe 4th. to the 28th. of Augu/t, the Sun ap- 
pear'd reddifh, and not fo bright as the Moon in her 
Total Eclipife, fo that then there were many Stars vifi- 
ble at Noon-day; when Cefar was murder’d, ‘twas fo 
for a whole Year together, and we can give no other 
reafon for it, but the Evaperations of Smoke, which 
fometimes are fo very great asto caule fuch effects. 

Queft.7. It has been my misfortune to fall into the 
Company of {ome Young Sparks bere in Town, that puzzle 
me about the Eternity of the World, Men, 8c. which tho’ 
I am of a contrary Opinion, yet I can't wel confute, I 
therefore defire your Affifiance how 1 may Anfwer’em ? 

Anfw. As for the Eternity of the World, you per- 
heps may have met with this Argument, That there’s 
no annihilation of things, but a continual Revolution 
and Change of one thing into another, dc. There’s 
no dealing with thefe Sparks by Scripture, which tells 
that God made the World, Joh. 1. You mutt therefore 
contute ‘em from their own Principles thus, The World 
was not from Eternity in that State we now find ; which 
I prove thus : Either che Day was from Eternity, or the 
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Night was from Eternity, or beth together v ere from 
Eternity : If onlyhe Day, then the Night was not; if 
only the Night, then the Day was not ; but they cou'd 
not be bothcegether, fince they are fucceflive of ong 
another by,12 Hours, and if we fhou’d admit the con- 
tradi¢tion that chey were both together, it would yee 
prove our Pofition, which fays, The World was nor 
from Eternity in that State we now find ic, for now 
both Night and Day are- not together; and alter the 
fame mauuer we may prove that Winter and Summer 
have not beea from Eternity, and confequently noe 
that Revolution and Change of things as was at firft 
aliedg’d. Again, as to the Eternity of Men upon the 
Face of the Earth, We deny it, and fay, If theie have 
been fucceffive Generations of Men from Eternity, it 
follows that there jias been an innumerable Company 
of Men who have liv’d already ; for if their Number 
was certain and .determinate, we fhou’d come to the 
firft Man, and fo to the fecond, third, fourth, exc. ani 
fo co che laft ; and if we have a firft and a Jaft, then 
Eternity lofes its definition, Duratio carens princitis ep 
fine, A duration without beginning or ending : But the Num- 
ber of Men which have hitherto lived is not infinite, 
therefore Men were not from Eternity : There wants 
only the Minor to be prov’d, thus; A Number greater 
than an Infinite Number can’t be given, but we can give 
a Number greater than the Number of Men which have 
yet lived, viz. the Hairs of thele Men’s Heads, there- 
fore the Number of Men which have yet lived is not 
infinite: Here the Number of Hairs contains the Num- 
ber of Men, and another great Number over and above ; 
Now whatever is contain’d or determin’d, is finite, and 
what is finite is not infinite, and confequently Men have 
not been from Ecernity. Befides, We having prov’d in 
the preceding Argument, that Day and Night have not 
been from Eternity, it wou’d be a hard task for thele 
Gentlemen to prove in what other Dimenfions cf time 
thofe Men liv’d ia that were before Day and Nighe; bur 
tho’ there’s little need of it, we give em another Argu- 
ment. Thofe Men that have yet liv’d, have fucceeded 
one another by a hiite or infinite diftance ef time, rot 
by an iafinite diftance, as the Succcflion of Families to 
our Knowledges fhews, therefore by a finite; and infini- 
ty of duration cannot be made up of finite revolutions. 


Adbertifements. 


oS He Compleat Library, or News for the Ingenious, 
containing an Hiftorical Account of the choice? 
Books newly printed in England and in the Forreign 
das! as al(o the State of Learning in the World. To 
e Publifhed Monthly. This for SEPTEMBER. Printed 
for John Danton at the Raven in the Poxltrey; of whom 
is to be had The Compleat Library jor 3fAY, JUNE, FULY, 
AUGUST, being the four firft that were PublifWd, 7i¢ 
Compleat Library for OCTOBER 13 now in the Prefs, 


vee He Poft-Boy robb'd of his Mail, or the 

Pacquet broke open, confilting of 
soo LETTERS to Perfons of feveral Qua- 
lities and Conditions, with OBSERVATI- 
ONS upon each Letter. Publifhed by a Gen- 
tleman concern’d in the Frollich. Price bound 
25. 6d. Printed for fohn Duntow at the Ra- 
ven in the Poultrey. 


es I N Grays-Inn-lanein Plow-yard, the third Door , lives Dr. 
Thomas Kirlews, a Collegiate Phyfician, and Sworn Phiy- 

fician in Ordinary to King Charles the Second, until his death ; 
who with a Drink and Pill (hindring no Bulinefs ) undertakes 
to Cure any Ulcers, Sores, Swellings inthe Nole, Face, or other 
arts ; Scabs, Itch, Seurfs, Leprofies, and Venerial Difeasé,expeAing 

nothing until the Cure be finifhed: Of the lait he hath cured many 
hundreds in this City, many of them after fluxing, which carries the 
evil from the Lower Parts to the Head, and {o deftroys many, The 
Drink is 3 s. the Quart, the Pill 1s. a Lox, with Directions ; a bet- 
ter Purger than which was never given, for they cleanfe the Body ot 
all Impurities, which are the caufes of Dropfics, Gours, Scurvies, 
Stone or Gravel, Painsin the Head, and other parts. With another 
Drink at 1s. 6 d.a Quart. Hecures all Fevers and hot Diftempers 
without Bleeding, except in few Podies. He gives his Opiawn te 


al] chat writes or comes for nothing. 
en ee en ee 


LONDO N, Printed for John untow at the Raven in the Poxltrey, 1692. 
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